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circle of clouds; backing the star, a
laurel wreath with pierced, crossed ar-
rows pointing outward between each
arm of the star and the wreath. A
bronze wreath connects an oval suspen-
sion ring to a neck ribbon. The reverse
of the five-pointed star is enameled in
white. bordered in purplish-red enamel;
in the center is a disk surrounded by
the words ‘‘Annuit Coeptis’’ and
‘‘MDCCLXXXII,’’ and on the scroll are
the words ‘‘United States of America.’’
The moired silk neck ribbon is 211⁄4
inches in length and 115⁄16 inches in
width composed of a bank of purplish-
red (113⁄16-inches) with edges of white
(1⁄16-inch).

(3) Officer. A five-pointed American
white star of heraldic form bordered in
purplish-red enamel 17⁄8-inches circum-
scribing diameter with 13 white stars
on a blue field emerging from a circle
of clouds; backing the star, a laurel
wreath with modeled, crossed arrows
pointing outward between each arm of
the star and the wreath, and an all-
bronze device of the same design as the
pendant 3⁄4 inch in diameter on the cen-
ter of the suspension ribbon. On the re-
verse is a disk surrounded by the words
‘‘Annuit Coeptis’’ and
‘‘MDCCLXXXII,’’ and on the scroll are
the words ‘‘United States of America.’’
The pendant is suspended by a moired
silk ribbon 17⁄8 inches in length and 13⁄8
inches in width, composed of a bank of
purplish-red (11⁄4-inches) with edges of
white (1⁄16-inch).

(4) Legionnaire. Same as prescribed in
paragraph (c)(3) of this section, except
the all-bronze device is not worn on the
ribbon.

(Sec. 1121, 70A Stat. 88; 10 U.S.C. 1121, E.O.
9260, October 29, 1942, 7 FR 8819, 3 CFR, 1943
Cum. Supp.)

[21 FR 7672, Oct. 6, 1956, as amended at 22 FR
9692, Dec. 4, 1957]

§ 578.9 Distinguished Flying Cross.
(a) Criteria. The Distinguished Flying

Cross, established by Act of Congress
July 2, 1926, is awarded to any member
of the Armed Forces of the United
States and of friendly foreign nations
who while serving in any capacity with
the Army of the United States, shall
have distinguished himself or herself
by heroism or extraordinary achieve-
ment while participating in aerial

flight (figure 1). The performance of
the act of heroism must be evidenced
by voluntary action in the face of great
danger above and beyond the call of
duty while participating in aerial
flight. The extraordinary achievement
while participating in aerial flight
must have resulted in an accomplish-
ment so exceptional and outstanding as
to clearly set the individual apart from
his comrades, or from other persons in
similar circumstances. Awards will be
made only to recognize single acts of
heroism or extraordinary achievement
and will not be made in recognition of
sustained operational activities
against an armed enemy. It should also
be noted that if a higher decoration is
considered to be merited for the her-
oism or extraordinary achievement
while participating in aerial flight, rec-
ommendation may be made for any ap-
propriate higher award.

(b) Description. On a bronze 11⁄2-inch
cross pattee, a four-bladed propeller
111⁄16 inches across the blades; in the re-
entrant angles, rays forming a 1-inch
square. The cross is suspended by a
plain, straight link from a moired silk
ribbon 13⁄8 inches in length and 13⁄8
inches in width, composed of stripes of
blue (7⁄64-inches), white (9⁄64-inch), blue
(11⁄32-inch), white (3⁄64-inch), red (3⁄32-
inch), white (3⁄64-inch), blue (11⁄32-inch),
white (9⁄64-inch), and blue (7⁄64-inch).

(Sec. 3749, 70A Stat. 217; 10 U.S.C. 3749, E.O.
4601, March 1, 1927, as amended by E.O. 7786,
January 8, 1938, 3 FR 39)

§ 578.10 Soldier’s Medal.

(a) Criteria. The Soldier’s Medal, es-
tablished by Act of Congress July 2,
1926, is awarded to any person who,
while serving in any capacity with the
Army of the United States, shall have
distinguished himself or herself by her-
oism not involving actual conflict with
an armed enemy (figure 1). The same
degree of heroism is required as that
for an award of the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross. The performance must have
involved personal hazard or danger and
the voluntary risk of life under condi-
tions other than those involving con-
flict with an armed enemy. Awards will
not be made solely on the basis of hav-
ing saved a life. The award of this deco-
ration will be limited to members of

VerDate 18<JUN>99 02:54 Jul 24, 1999 Jkt 183119 PO 00000 Frm 00396 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183119T.XXX 183119t PsN: 183119T



397

Department of the Army, DoD § 578.12

the Armed Forces of the United States
and of friendly foreign nations.

(b) Description. On a 13⁄8-inch bronze
octagon, an eagle displayed, standing
on a fasces, between two groups of
stars of six and seven, above the group
of six a spray of leaves. On the reverse
is a shield paly of 13 pieces on the
chief, the letters ‘‘U.S.’’ supported by
sprays of laurel and oak, around the
upper edge the inscription ‘‘Soldier’s
Medal,’’ and across the face the words
‘‘For Valor.’’ The medal is suspended
by a rectangular-shaped metal loop
with corners rounded from a moired
silk ribbon 13⁄8 inches in length and 13⁄8
inches in width, composed of two out-
side stripes of blue (3⁄8-inch), the center
containing 13 white and red stripes of
equal width (7 white and 6 red).

(Sec. 3750, 70A Stat. 217; 10 U.S.C. 3750)

§ 578.11 Bronze Star Medal.
(a) Criteria. The Bronze Star Medal,

established by Executive Order on Feb-
ruary 4, 1944, is awarded to any person
who, while serving in any capacity in
or with the Army of the United States,
on or after December 7, 1941, shall have
distinguished himself or herself by he-
roic or meritorious achievement or
service, not involving participation in
aerial flight, in connection with mili-
tary operations against an armed
enemy. See figure 1.

(1) Heroism. Awards may be made for
acts of heroism performed in actual
ground combat against an armed
enemy which are of lesser degree than
required for the award of the Silver
Star.

(2) Meritorious achievement and service.
(i) Awards may be made to recognize
single acts of merit and meritorious
service. The required achievement or
service, while of lesser degree than
that required for the award of the Le-
gion of Merit, must nevertheless have
been meritorious and accomplished
with distinction.

(ii) Awards may be made, upon letter
application to The Adjutant General,
to those members of the Armed Forces
of the United States who, on or after
December 7, 1941, have been awarded
the Combat Infantryman Badge or
Medical Badge for exemplary conduct
in ground combat against an armed
enemy between December 7, 1941 and

September 2, 1945, inclusive, or whose
meritorious achievement or exemplary
conduct in ground combat against an
armed enemy during such period has
been otherwise confirmed in writing by
documents executed prior to July 1,
1947. Documents which have been exe-
cuted since August 4, 1944 in connec-
tion with recommendations for the
award of decorations of higher degree
than the Bronze Star Medal will not be
used to establish a basis for the award
of this decoration under the provisions
of this paragraph.

(b) Description. A bronze star 11⁄2
inches in circumscribing diameter. In
the center thereof is a 3⁄16-inch diame-
ter raised bronze star, the center line
of all rays of both stars coinciding. The
reverse has the inscription ‘‘Heroic or
Meritorious Achievement.’’ The star is
suspended by a rectangular-shaped loop
with corners rounded from a moired
silk ribbon 13⁄8 inches in length and 13⁄8
inches in width, composed of stripes of
white (1⁄32-inch), red (9⁄16-inch), white
(1⁄32-inch), blue (1⁄8-inch), white (1⁄32-
inch), red (9⁄16-inch), and white (1⁄32-
inch). A bronze block letter ‘‘V’’ 1⁄4 inch
in height with serifs at the top of the
members is worn on the suspension and
service ribbons of the Bronze Star
Medal to denote an award made for
heroism (valor). Not more than one
‘‘V’’ device will be worn. When one or
more oak-leaf clusters appear on the
same ribbon the ‘‘V’’ device is worn on
the wearer’s right.

(E.O. 9419, Feb. 4, 1944, 9 FR 1495)

§ 578.12 Air Medal.

(a) Criteria. The Air Medal, estab-
lished by Executive Order on May 11,
1942, is awarded to any person who,
while serving in any capacity in or
with the Army of the United States,
has distinguished himself or herself by
meritorious achievement while partici-
pating in aerial flight (Fig. 1). Awards
may be made to recognize single acts of
merit or sustained operational activi-
ties against an armed enemy. The re-
quired achievement, while of lesser de-
gree than that required for the award
of the Distinguished Flying Cross,
must nevertheless have been accom-
plished with distinction above and be-
yond that normally expected.
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